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Welcome to our parish!
Thank you for choosing to worship
with us on the Lord’s Day. We are
grateful for your prayers and
participation!

Please join us for coffee hour after
the service. Our priest, Father
Alessandro, would love to greet
and welcome you.

Holy Eucharist requires full
communion of faith, so if you are
not an Orthodox Christian, please
do not approach the Chalice. If you
are an Orthodox Christian, please
note that communion must be
preceded by fasting, recent
Confession, and reconciliation with
all people.

MAY 4, 2023
4th SUNDAY OF PASCHA

Repose of St. Alexis Toth, Confessor
and Defender of Orthodoxy in

America
Paralytic



SAINT ALEXIS OF WILKES-BARRE

Alexis Toth was born into a poor Carpatho-Russian family on March
18, 1854, in Austro-Hungary. The Toth family was Eastern Rite
Catholic in the Uniate Church. His father and brother were priests,
and his uncle was the Bishop of Presov. Alexis received an excellent
education and spoke several languages, including Russian, Greek,
Latin, and German.

Alexis was ordained priest on April 18, 1878. Soon after, his wife
Rosalie died, followed by their only child, an infant daughter. In
May,1879, Fr. Alexis was appointed secretary tothe Bishop of Presov.
He was placed in directorship of an orphanage there, as well as given
teaching duties at Presov Seminary. In 1889, Fr. Alexis and seven
other Uniate priests arrived in the USA for mission work. He was
assigned to St. Mary's Parish in Minneapolis, Minnesota.

When he presented himself to the local Roman Catholic authority,
Archbishop John Ireland, he was greeted with hostility, and refused
recognition. This was against the terms of agreement of the Unia.
The American Catholic bishops wanted Rome to recall the ten Uniate
priests then serving in American parishes, because they feared the
Uniates would undermine the "Americanization" of European
immigrants by fostering their ethnic parishes and non-Latin rites.
Uniate Bishops in Europe did not respond to the priests' pleas for
help.

Fr. Toth's parishioners urged him to contact the Russian Orthodox
Bishop Vladimir (America at that time was under the Russian Bishop's
omophor). Bishop Vladimir subsequently received Fr. Toth and 361 of
his parishioners into the Orthodox Church, the Church of their
ancestors. In 1892, the Holy Synod of Russia recognized and accepted
the parish into the Diocese of Alaska and the Aleutians. However,
there was much turmoil in the new parish, and Fr. Alexis went to
work as a baker to sustain himself.



Eventually, Bishops Vladimir,Nicholas, St. Tikhon and Platon
recognized Fr. Toth's special gifts, and sent him forth to preach and
teach wherever there were people of Slavic heritage. Fr. Alexis
visited many Uniate parishes, traveling by horse and buggy,
explaining the differences between Orthodoxy, Protestantism, Roman
Catholicism, and Uniatism. He was instrumental in the return of 17
Carpatho-Russian and Galician Uniate parishes in America to Holy
Orthodoxy, and also started 15-20 new parishes. Fr. Alexis' work
extended beyond education in the faith. He also undertook the cause
of miners' widows and orphans, since there was no welfare or
insurance. He organized an insurance lodge in 1895, which is still
headquartered in Wilkes-Barre.

Fr. Alexis received a jeweled miter from the Holy Synod, as well as the
Order of St. Vladimir and the Order of Saint Anna from Czar Nicholas
II. In 1907, he declined an episcopal office due to his deteriorating
health. Fr. Alexis fell asleep in the Lord on May 7, 1909. He was
canonized in 1994, and his holy relics rest at St. Tikhon's Seminary in
South Canaan, Pennsylvania.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

REQUESTING PRAYERS: Igumen Leonty, Archpriest Daniel, Steve,

Daniel, Brian, Don, Bobbi, Yuri, David

DEPARTED: Betsy, Irene Barr, Lorena, Luke

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

MEN’S BREAKFAST: Men from the parish will get together for
breakfast on Saturday, May 13, 8�30a at The Executive Diner (1400
Duke St, Alexandria, VA 22314).

LUNCH & GROCERY FOR MATUSHKA BRENDA: The Mikitish family
welcomed Alexander George last week! If you are able to assist



Matushka Brenda with lunch meals, please sign up at
mealtrain.com/trains/e301ze You can also choose to help out with
grocery shopping. Contact Lory Easton with any questions.

OCMC EVENT: The Orthodox Christian Mission Center (OCMC) and
the DC Mission and Outreach Committee are organizing a DC
Banquet for Missions on Saturday, May 13 at St. Katherine Greek
Orthodox Church in Falls Church. The event begins with Social Hour
at 6�30p and the Banquet at 7�00p. $125 donation per ticket. His
Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of the GOA will offer a special
address. To purchase tickets and more information:
ocmc.org/dc-banquet

UPCOMING SERVICES & EVENTS

May 7, Sun
8�45 AM Church School
9�30 AM Divine Liturgy

May 10, Wed
9�00 AM Divine Liturgy

May 13, Sat
8�30 AM Men’s Breakfast
5�00 PM Reader Vespers

May 14, Sun
8�45 AM Church School
9�30 AM Divine Liturgy

MINISTRY ROTATIONS

Coffee Hour - Childs

Reader – Barr

Assisting the Treasurer – Garber & Barr

Fr. Alessandro is available for Confession on Saturday after
Vespers or by appointment

https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/e301ze

